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Indus Films present

JA NA‘ARA NYA (THE MIDDLEMAN)‘%

a film by Satyajit Ray produced by Subir Guha M

ol

based on the novel by Shankar

Due to the callousness of an examiner, Somnath, a bright student, gets
an ordinary pass in his BA exams. Mainly as a result of this,

all his efforts to get a job fail. Tired and frustrated after an abortive
interview, Somnath runs across Bishuda, an elderly friend,

who suggests that he try his hand at business.

Next day, with his father's consent, Somnath goes to see Bishu,

who explains the basics of the brokerage business to him and introduces
him to Mr Adok, and accountant, with whose help Somnath gets his
first commission.

In the hope of supplying a brand of optical whitener, Somnath takes

a sample to a cotton mill and meets Mr Goenka, the purchasing officer.
But later he is told that although the lab report has come in Goenka

has not placed and order for Somnath. Desperate, Somnath gets

in touch with Natabar Mitter, PRO, who tells Somnath of the chink

in Goenka's armour : his wife had polio as a child and is no good in bed.
Mitter promises to supply the ‘goods’ which Somnath must deliver

to Goenka. Goenka would then hand him a chit which would

get him the order for the whitener.

On the appointed day, after a few unsuccessful attempts to get’a call-
girl, Mitter takes Somnath to a commercial school in the Anglo-Indian
quarters. Charan, the pimp-cum-durwan, asks them to wait for a

new girl, Juthika. Mitter has an appointment and leaves

Somnath to fend for himself.

Juthika arrives. She is Kauna, the sister of Somnath’s closest friend.
Somnath recognises her and decides to drop the whole thing.

But Kauna steadfastly refuses to recognise him and keeps insisting

that she is Juthika. Somnath is left with no choice but to take her to the
hotel and hand her over to Goenka.
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